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AFEAHRD team
attended Earth

summit
Staff Correspondent

A four-member delegation
from Association for Environ-
ment and Human Resource
Development (AFEAHRD) atten-
ded the 10-day International
Conference on Sustainable
Development concluded early
this month in the South African
capital, Johannesburg.

The members of the delegation
were Professor Quazi Gulshan
Nahar Madina, Joynal Abedin,
Abu Mukarram and Mahbubur
Rashid.

A key-note paper on "Sus-
tainable Development: Bangla-
desh Perspective" was presented
by Professor Qazi Gulshan Nahar
Madina, Environment Affairs
Co-Ordinator of the AFEAHRD
on August 29 through slide show
held at the Ubuntu-Bush Lilly,
Room-B, allotted for AFEAHRD.
The paper was prepared jointly
by Dr. Mahbuba Nasreen, Dr.
Mokaddem "d Quazi Gulshan
Nahar Madina.

The presentation was made
amid the presence of the dele-
gates from home and abroad. A
number of delegates took part in
the discussions. Apart from this,
an exhibition was also held at
18, Revonia Avenue in collabo-
ration with "earth day network".

AFEARD also attended in the
winter function organised by the
Bangladesh Parishad in South
Africa. The members of the
Association for Environment
and Human Resource Develop-
ment also exchanged views with
the Bangladeshis residing ille-
gally for the last 8 to 10 years.
Bangladesh Minister for Envi-
ronment and Forest Shahjahan
Siraj also attended the function
arranged by the Bangladesh
Parishad, says a Press release.
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Bangladesh has signed/'ratified many

International Conventions/ Protocols
concerned with different aspects of
sustainable development and has also
adopted a number of policies, legal
instruments and guidelines at the
national level in this regard. But
progress has been extremely limited
and capacity building remains at a low
level. For real progress to be achieved,
Bangladesh needs to prepare a
comprehensive plan and key guidelines
to organize necessary activities within a
definitive but flexible framework. A
political commitment, based on a broad
consensus across political parties, is an
overriding pre-requisite. Also a
committed thrust forward is needed to
establish effective governnance at all
levels — central to local — which is key
to both the construction of and moving
along an appropriate sustainable
development pathway for the country.


