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Seminar on environment and
health begins in city

STAFF REPORTER
Unplanned urbanisation and un-

checked flow of people from villages
to the main cities of the country are
creating pollution problems making
city life hazardous and vulnerable to
some serious diseases.

This was stated by speakers at the
inaugural session of a five-day long
seminar on "Building up Awareness
on Environment and Health", organ-
ised by the Association for Environ-
ment and Human Resource Develop-
ment at its office in the city.

Association President Dr MA Bari
chaired the inaugural session which
was addressed, among others, by se-
nior economist of International Mon-

etary Fund (IMF) and adviser of the
Association Dr Shahbuddin Moshar-
raf Hossain, facilitator of its Study
Circle Abu Mokaram Khandoker, and
Alauddin Montu.

Journalists of different national
dailies also participated in the dis-
cussion.

The speakers said lack of aware-
ness about environment, unplanned
urbanisation, huge development ac-
tivities and industrialisation are caus-
ing increasing sufferings to the city
dwellers.

They urged the government to take
urgent steps for increasing basic ur-
ban facilities by reducing the pollu-
tion level.



Tuesday

ent andU y ment and
Association tor f. topment CirceDhaka city are to den discuss

o{ Environmental r« as a

° P aree n n r e a s e _
result of P°llu"°":ental issues and
ness on env^onm J ̂  facedhealtn P



Monday, 20 October, 2003

c*t*t

CTO"
f \ î Î RJ
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Sammilito Manabadikar Morcha held a rally in front of Jatiya Press Club yesterday demanding safe healthcare and protesting inhuman
behaviour to patients in government hospitals. -Independent photo

Protest against
doctors'

negligence
by Staff Reporter

Sammilito Manabadikar Morcha
yesterday held a rally in front of
Jatiya Press Club demanding safe
healthcare and protesting negli-
gence of patients in government
hospitals by the doctors.

Coordinator of the Morcha AM
Khondker presided. Representa-
tive of Sheba Dr Nooruddin, Zahid
Hossain Majumder, cousin of
Abir, a second year marketing
student killed in Chittagong re-
cently, Ashraf Khan Biplob of
Spandon, Jatiya Dokan Kar-
machari Federation leader Md
Rafiqul Islam, Enamul Haque
Monir of Art Theatre spoke.

Amit Ranjan Dey of Work For
Better Bangladesh presented the
programme.

The speakers said depriving
people of healthcare was a gross
violation of human rights. They
vowed to continue their move-
ment till safe healthcare was en-

See Page 4 Col 8
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Doctors' negligence
From Page 1 Col 8

sured in the country. They said
the people were now seriously
worried at the deterioration of the
healthcare service in government
hospitals.

Earlier they took out a proces-
sion from the National Museum.
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NDI move to promote
democracy

News Report
The National Democratic

Institute (NDI) comprising
four Non-governmental
Organisations (NGOs) has.
initiated a new endeavour
"study circle" to flourish
democracy, good governance,
people's right and
consolidation of democracy
in the country.

This was disclosed at a
press conference organised
by the Bangladesh Study
Circle Steering Committee at
the National Press Club on

Wednesday.
'Study circle' was -first

conceived in Sweden over 100
years ago. This was
introduced in our country by
James V Oliver, Resident
Representative of NDI in May,
2003. In the ongoing
endeavour, NDI conducted 35
study circles in various parts
of the country in which about
400 participants (both male
and femaleJ were included.

James Oliver said that the
participants discussed
problems of society and at the
same time were identifying

specific solutions to the
problems.

Four NGOs include
Democracy Watch,
Transparency International
Bangladesh (TIB), Gono
Unnayan Prochesta (GUP)
and Association for
Environment and Human
Rights Development
(AEHRD).

The areas of pilot
programme-study circle
where the NGOs are working
include Madaripur (Kalkini,
Shibchar, and Rajoir),
Gopalganj (Sadar and
Mokhshedpur), Tangail
(Modhupur and Dhanbari),
Sherpur (Nalitabari),
Mymensingh (Sadar upazila)
and many parts of Dhaka
metropolitan city.

James V Oliver, Resident
Representative, NDI, Taleya
Rahman, Executive Director
of Democracy Watch and
Chairperson of Bangladesh
Study Circle Steering
Committee, Dr Shahnaj
Karim, Senior Research
Officer of TIB, Dr MA Ban,
President of AEHRD, M
Nasiruddin Ahmed,
Executive Director of GUP
and Aminul Islam,

_ Programme Manager of
^e'mocracjTWatcri spoke at
the press conference.
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City News

Sanimilita Monobadhikar Morcha brought out a procession in the city recently for safe medicare service. Prior to
the procession it held a rally in front of the National Museum. Convenor of the Morcha AM Khondokar presidedover the rally.
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rNGOs start Swedish
Study Circle method

The four non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) have started
the Swedish Study Circle method
in Bangladesh to empower and
enlighten the people at the
grassroots level on their participa-
tion in the crucial social issues,
reports UNB.

The NGOs - Democracy watch,
Gone Unnayan Procheshta (GUP),
Transparency International
Bangladesh (TIB) and Association
for Environment and Human Re-
source Development (AFEAHRD)
have involved 403 citizens at the
grassroots level in 35 study circles.
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Study Circle's project concludes

Move to enlighten villagers
on social issues

STAFF REPORTER
The six-month long pilot project

of Bangladesh Study Circle Steering
Committee (BSCSC), aimed at
empowering and enlightening peo-
ple at grassroots level on their par-
ticipation in crucial social issues,
ended recently.

BSCSC, a conglomeration of four
local non-government organisa-
tions (NGOs) - Democracywatch,
Gono Unnayan Prochesta (GUP),
Transparency International
Bangladesh (TIB) and Association
For Environment And Human
Resource Development - conduct-
ed 35 study circles with the partic-
ipation of over 400 citizens of the

country.
Supported by Sweden

International Donor Agency (SIDA)
and USAID the NGOs conducted the
study circles at grassroots level on
five issues including environment
and health, alternative dispute res-
olution, delivery of primary educa-
tion services, local government and
delivery of primary health services.

This was disclosed at a press
conference held at the National
Press Club- here in the city yester-
day.

Taleya Rahman, chairperson of
the BSCSC read out the written
statement at the press conference.

Among others James V. Oliver,

resident representative of National
Democratic Institute (NDI),
Mohammad Jahangir, MA Bari,
president of (AFEAHRD), Nasir
Uddin Ahmed, executive director of
GUP, Aminul Ehsan, programme
manager of Democracywatch and
Shahnaz Karim, senior research
officer of TIB spoke on the occa-
sion.

The areas of the pilot programme
were - Kalkini, Shibchar, and Rajoir
in Madaripur, Gopalganj Sadar and
Mokshedpur, Modhupur and
Dhanbari in Tangail, Nalitabari in
Sherpur, Mymensingh Sadar and dif-
ferent parts of the Dhaka
Metropolitan City.
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Empowerment of grass-roots people

NGOs start Swedish
study circle method

, Dhaka

Four non-government organiza-
tions (NGOs) have started
Swedish Study Circle method in
Bangladesh to empower and
enlighten people at grassroot
level on their participation in
crucial social issues.

The NGOs -- Democracy-
watch, Gono Unnayan
Procheshta (GUP), Transparen-
cy International Bangladesh
(TIB) and Association for Envi-
ronment and Human Resource
Development (AFEAHRD)
have involved 403 citizens at the
grassroot level in 35 study cir-
cles.

The method, developed in
Sweden over a century ago, has
been applied in Madaripur,
Gopalganj, Tangail, Sheropur,

Mymensingh and different parts
of Dhaka Metropolitan city.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, .Democracywatch execu-
tive director and chairperson of
Bangladesh Study Circle Steer-
ing Committee Taleya Rehman
said the people in our country
merely know what is the essence
of democracy.

"Only on the polling day, they
cast their votes and else they
have no participation. They
know very well that they will
not find the person they voted
for until the next election," she
said, adding, "that's why we are
trying to encourage people to
participate in crucial issues.

At the study circle, a small
group democracy is at work;
where they discussed in 3-4 day
session environment and health,
alternative dispute resolution,
delivery of primary education
services, local government and
primary health care services.

"Citizens thought the study
circle method are empowered,
enlightened and motivated for
collective community action on
problems their community
faces," Rehman said.
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Making people aware of their rights

400 take part in study circle
project at grassroots level
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A total of 400 people, including 108
women, have so far participated in
the Study Circle, an awareness
building programme at the grass-
roots level.

"The programme aims at enlight-
ening principally the grassroots
level people about their rights and
role in a participatory system,"
E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r o f
DemocracyWatch Taleya Rehman
saidyesterday.

Organised and supported by US-
funded National Democratic
Institute (NDI) for International
Affairs, the community-based
awareness project is being con-
ducted by four local NGOs -
Democracywatch, Transparency
International Bangladesh (TIB),
Gono Unnayan Prochesta (GUP),
and Association for Environment
and Human Resource Development
(AFEAHRD),

The areas of the pilot project
include Kalkini, Shibchar and Rajoir
in Madaripur; Mokshedpur and
Gopalganj Sadar; Modhupur and
Dhanbari in Tangail; Nalitabari in
Sherpur; Mymensingh Sadar and
d i f f e r e n t p a r t s of Dhaka
Metropolitan City.

The Democracywatch has under-
taken the Study Circle programme in
three unions of Mymensingh to
identify ways to make the union
parishads more effective and pro-
people. And the AFEAHRD has been
holding similar programme on
environmentandhealth.

The TIB held discussions on
transparency and accountability in
primary education, while GUP chose
the topic 'Alternative Dispute
Resolution' for discussion.

As a collective community effort,
the Study Circle arranges public
deliberations on an issue of common
concern to make the people aware of
their right to participate in a demo-
cratic process.

A mass education method pio-
neered in Sweden around a century
ago, study circle is a peer-led discus-
sion of usually 8 to 12 participants,
who discuss and articulate problem-
solving strategies foi a positive
change in a spontaneous and

friendly atmosphere.
" N D I p r o g r a m m e s i n

Bangladesh aim at facilitating the
parliament, election process, devel-
opment of political parties and civil
society's participation in the demo-
cratic process," said outgoing

Country Representative of NDI
James Oliver.

To initiate public discourse on
social and public policy issues
affecting the citizens is one of the
major endeavours of NDI in
Bangladesh.
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