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| The perils of polythene

The authorities in Bangladesh are not doing enough to control the use of polythene
bags that devastated the Dhaka City's drainage system, writes News Network fellow

Atia Moazzema Shammi.

haka (City's scwage
network is considered as
one of the world's warst.
Unchecked dumping of
polythene bags in drains over the last

\ two decades has made It even warse.

When polythene bags arrived in the

~ early 1980s, city dwellers found

them handy as an altemative to jute-
fibre shopping bags. But few had
thought those would soon deal a
severe blow to the city’s already

_ lisrupted drainage system.

These days one will find few shop-
pers in the city who do not carry pro-
visions from clothes to food n poly-
thene bags, mostly in black ones.
hardly knowing what the harm they
are causmg to their own health and
the environment.

According to data provided by
Environment and Social
Development Organization (ESDO),
over one crore polythene bags are
used across the country everyday, of
them 60 lakh alone in capital Dhaka.
Only 10 per cent of the used

— imperishable pelythene bags are

dumped in dustbins, while the rest
find their way into drains and
manholes clogging the flow of
werage and liquid wastes,

__[he ESDO statistics show that there

are now 300 polythene bag making
factories in the country and they
produce 1,500 bags each on an
average and 90 per cent of them are
made with black dye. which is
chemical grade.

“When food are contained in black
polythene bags, subtle tress asdint
mingles with them, which ultimately
accumulates in the stomach and
causes various intestinal diseases.”

said environment activist Hossain
Shahriar

Echoing the same sentiment, Rabi
Gopal Biswas, director of
Environment Directorate, said the
black chemical used in polythene
bugzsn-ugh!bcthecmseofcancerrf
black pelythene is always used in
carrying food items without using
additional cover. “We are simply
inviring various health hazards by
wldel_y using polythene bags.” he
said.

Rabi said 90 per cent of the
pelythene bags used in our country’s
kitchen markets are black ones,
which is the main concern of the
environmentalists. According to
science, polythene is & compound
element. the chemical name of which

These days one will
find few shoppers in
the city who do not. -
earry provisions
from clothes to food
in polythene bags,
mostly in black
ones, hardly
knowing what the
harm th-ey are
. o to thei
own health and f.he
envat

is polytheline fiber. In Bangladesh,
two recyclable chemical compounds
— Propyline and polytheline — are
used in making polythene. [ts
melting point is 120 centigrade to
130 centigrade, It sends C, CO2, into
the air while melting.

Although scientists invented
polvthene and polythene products in
the late 19th century, those capiured
the US markets in 1958 while the
Bangladesh market in the early
1980s. nearly 100 vears after its
invention.

But this chemical product soon
proved (o be envirenment-unfriendly.
So many countries have given up its
use for the greater sake of the
enviroament. But Bangladesh could
not take any steps to ban production
of polythene bags despite widespread
protest by the environmentalists.
Abu  Mokeram  Khondaker,
Executive Director of Association for
Environment and Human Resource
Development (AFEAHRD). said in
Dhaka City heavy construction
works are going on in some such
areas, which were once the dumping
sites of garbage,

He said the polvthene bags, which
remained beneath the newly
constructed buildings., would
gradually make the structure fragile
as polythene bags do not allow the
soil 1o settle firmly. Few construction
firms take the extra-trouble of
removing the polythene bags before
gong far construction.

In 1992, production of all types of
polythene bags was banned, But the
decision could nor be enforced for
lack of alternative arrangement. ln
1994, the then BNP government had
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